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Four recent and important developments in the regulation of biotechnology should
be noted:

1.  The White House has approved a federal committee (the Biotechnology Science
Coordinating Committee) to coordinate the government's handling of biotechnology
issues.

2.  Genetically engineered plants, seeds, and tissue cultures can now be patented as a
result of a recent decision by an appeals board of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

3.  Guidelines on human gene therapy research have been approved by the Recombinant
DNA Advisory Committee of the National Institutes of Health.

4.  The federal government has approved the first two field tests of genetically engi-
neered organisms: (1) to study the effects of the outdoor environment on plants that have
been modified to resist disease, and (2) to observe plants sprayed with bacteria altered to
prevent frost formation.
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